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AML Overview – call it the pre-amble, if you’d like
Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
of 1977 (SMCRA) established the national Abandoned Mine 

Land (AML) Reclamation Program under the Office of 
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), 

U.S. Department of the Interior. The program was 
developed to reclaim land and water resources adversely 

affected by past coal mining and left abandoned or 
inadequately restored.
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Planning Unit (PU)
A closed polyline (polygon) defining the boundary of an area of land corresponding to subdivisions of 
Cataloging Units (WCU) identified on each state’s Hydrologic Unit Map
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Problem Areas (PA)
A closed polyline (polygon) defining the boundary of a uniquely defined geographic area within an AML 
Planning Unit
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Project Sites
A closed polyline (polygon) defining the boundary of an area of land within which the State 
Regulatory Authority (RA) has initiated an AML reclamation project

Webb Branch Portals Project
Phase I
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