
 
 

Meeting Notes:  
National Surface Mining Geospatial Committee 

September 13-14, 2005 
Denver, CO 

 
Team Member Attendees:   
  Bill Card 
  Larry Evans 
  Rick Koehler 
  Len Meier 
  Steve Parsons 
  Shellie Willoughby (Sitting in for Doug Mullins) 
  Alan Wilhelm 
  
 
 

Topic: Introductory Remarks 
Discussion:  Billie Clark (Chief, Technology Management Division - OSM) - All team member 
were given a welcome and thanks were given for their participation on this team.  Billie stressed 
that all team members must represent their constituents as part of being a team member.  This team 
is to operate independently and needs to address geospatial standards.  The team is to reach out for 
knowledge and training - learn from other people in the industry and government that have already 
addressed the use of geospatial technology in their business.  The team needs to develop a budget 
for FY06 by the end of the meeting. 

 
Dan Rivers (Chief, WR IT Operations Branch) - Will be available for IT support and help in the 
area of IT capital planning. 
Decisions/Assignments: Team needs to develop a budget by end of the meeting. 
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Topic: Team Introduction & Opening Remarks 
Bill Card - The Team is starting something that will be very important in SMCRA - the geospatial 
technology will promote efficiency in the way OSM, States & Tribes does business. 
 
Shellie Willoughby - The Title IV side of SMCRA has a great need to add georeferencing to their 
AML data. 
 
Larry Evans - He see many of the same problems as were present in 1992 with good accurate 
mining data - needs data sets that cross state boundaries - data standards are important - Boundaries 
of Existing Mines and Limits of Underground Mining are two very important layers that need to be 
developed for the nation. 
 
Rick Koehler - The western states have a wide diversity of capability in geospatial technology - 
development of shared data set would be of great value. 
 
Alan Wilhelm - Geospatial technology could be very valuable to the SMCRA program but needs to 
be integrated in the business lines of those entities administering the program. 
 
Len Meier - We need to have a business plan for the use of geospatial technology - the team will 
have to sell the value of the mining data sets to management.   
 
Steve Parsons - The team needs to lay the seeds of technology - need a good business case - need to 
look at other agencies for similar efforts. 

 
 
    Topic: Establishing the NSMGC - see document NSMGC_Establishment_20050913 
 
    Topic: Committee Member Reports 
 
 IMCC and WV (Larry Evans) - IMCC and WV are very supportive of this team and it mission 
 
 OSM WR (Alan Wilhelm) - see document WRC_Report 
 
 NAAMLP and OK (Shellie Willoughby) - see document NAAMLP_ NGMGC 
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OSM MCR (Len Meier) - MCR provides a lot of technical assistance to the states.  Have a 
need for a geospatial clearing house so staff know were to go to get geospatial data.  MCR 
needs to make data available to the 11 states in their region.  MCR plans on meeting with each 
of the 11 states to determine needs and capabilities in geospatial technology.  MCR is building 
a needs assessment and delegating resources for this technology. 

  
WIEB and NM (Rick Koehler) - States have a broad range of needs in the area of geospatial 
technology.  Need to find out what each state needs and its capabilities.  The introduction and 
growth of Mobile Computing will require additional needs and support. 
 
OSM KFO (Bill Card) - See document NSMGC_KFO_Report_20050913 
 
OSM HQ (Steve Parsons) - Need to move the AMLIS system into more of a geospatial 
component.  The Underground Mine Mapping Initiative will need a strong geospatial 
capability.  There is a strong pressure to collaborate with other agencies.  This team will need 
to explain our IT investments for CPIC 300.  The team needs to keep abreast of the 
modernization blueprint for Geospatial One Stop that is going to be started by DOI.  EGOV 
has approved a data advisory committee - team should be aware of  this committee and its 
activities. 
 
Topic: SharePoint Web Site (Cathy McNish - OSM/WRC IT) Everyone on the team has been 
signed up to use a SharePoint site developed for the NSNGC team.  The web site address is 
https://nttt.osmre.gov  -  Cathy gave the team a demo on signing into SharePoint and how to 
use some of it many capabilities.  The team will use this site to communicate among members. 
 
Topic: Public Web Site (Veronika Eskova - OSM/WRC Web Design) - The team will need to 
form a content group responsible for the web content it wished to publish.  Also, a design and 
development group needs to be formed to work with her on designing the web site for NSNGC.  
SharePoint probably cannot replace the capability of a web site for public access.  The 
shareware PLONE my be a candidate for web design.  Rick Koehler will work with Dan Rivers 
and Veronika to find out if PLONE is a viable option.  Steve Parsons will follow up on 
checking out if SharePoint can be an option.   
 
Topic: Supporting Electronic Permitting with GIS in NM and Future Plans - see document 
NSMGCSep05 
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Topic: Establishing a Mining Data Standard (Teleconference with Doug Nebert, FGDC) - 
Team needs to create national standard for coal mining.  There may be other groups (i.e. 
hardrock mining) that may be interested in working with the team.  We need to identify our 
major needs then look for partners.  We will start with only two layers as national data sets, - 
Surface Mine Permit and  Underground Mine Extents.  The FGDC over the past 10 years has 
been working on national standards for the exchange of 11 groups of data.  Geography mark-
up language is being used.  Output is converted to UML modeler.  This is not just a federal 
effort by is being worked on by commercial, state and local governments.  A developer is free 
to borrow from existing standards or define one’s own standards.  The FGDC has people that 
could help us through a model and also people that could help moderate a group involved in 
development.  Cost for a modeler or moderator is about $100-200 per hour.   
 
Topic: DOI Data Advisory Team (Greg Morlock - WRC/TIPS) - OSM currently does not have 
a representative on the DOI Data Advisory Team.  Most members have backgrounds in data 
architecture.  The team is dealing with Geospatial blue prints and is interfacing with the EGIM 
team.  This team is trying to standardize areas of interest between the DOI bureaus and offices 
- such as fire control and recreation.  There are requirements that we use these 
blueprints/standards.  Greg suggested that we need to identify those GIS layers that are of 
significant national importance and get them in the system.  Question - How does the FGDC 
interface with this organization or is there a conflict?  Greg will attend future meetings to be 
our eyes and ears until we are ready to fully participate on this team. 
 
Topic: Budgeting for GIS (Steve Trujillo - OSM/WRC/TIPS Budget Analyst)  - For budget 
purposes the NSMGC team will exist under the TIPS budget as a minor 300-1 item.  We will 
need to bring Dan Rivers to develop exhibit 300 and artifacts if and when we need to move out 
of the TIPS umbrella.  The team will need to develop supporting documentation for future 
CPIC 300’s.  We will need to bread out budget out into IT and non-IT items.  We will also 
need supporting documentation for budget expenditures.  In our budget we will need to provide 
dates (plan to spend by) for each item. Budget request will need to be sent in by September 
21st. 
 
Topic: Team Brainstorming/Discussion - see document NSMGC Activities Graphic 
 
Topic: NSMGC Budget - see document NSMGC Budget 
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Topic: Action Items 
 1.  Communication Plan - Steve Parsons 
 2.  Budget - Bill Card 
 3.  Develop agenda for spring meeting - Bill Card 
 4.  Geospatial Contacts meeting - Team 
 5.  FGDC Workshop - Larry Evans 
 6.  Software purchase - Alan Wilhelm 
 7.  Server purchase - Len Meier 
 8.  ESRI Vendor Training - Alan Wilhelm 
 9.  ESRI Conference - Alan Wilhelm 
           10.  Autodesk Conference - Len Meier 
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