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AMD Mitigation
MONTANAMONTANA’’S PREFERRED SOLUTION IS S PREFERRED SOLUTION IS 

““SOURCE CONTROLSOURCE CONTROL””

• So what’s the problem?
• How bad is it?
• What have you been doing about it?
• How’d that work out?
• What else is being done?
• How’s that going to help?



Over 8000 Abandoned Mines



Over 3800 Abandoned Coal Mines



Over 400 Abandoned Mines
In the Great Falls-Lewistown
Coalfields
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3-D Model Development
of Belt, Montana

Using ESRI’s ArcView ver. 3.3
GIS and Mapping Software
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THERMAL IMAGE OF BELT STUDY AREA















In

Summary



Source control is Montana’s preferred 
solution AMD problems at Belt and 
elsewhere.

To formulate a source control solution, 
an understanding of the flow regime at 
the site is necessary.

A model to help with this understanding 
needs to integrate the geology 
hydrogeology and mine workings into a 
3D construct.

The model when completed will help 
direct further investigations and test 
possible mitigation scenarios.

While still in its development, the Belt 
modeling effort has already helped to 
formulate a better picture of what is 
occurring and what yet needs to be 
done.


