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V. Text 
 
 
Text Objects 
 
AutoCAD provides various ways to create text.  Although all entered text uses the current text style, which 
establishes the default font and format settings, you can customize the text appearance. 
 
For short, simple entries use line text 
Text, (single line text) 
Dtext (multi-line entry of single line text) 
 
For longer entries with internal formatting, use multi-line text 

Mtext   
 
Scaleable fonts 
Word processor like editing 
 

Text justifications 
 

 
 

Text Style 
 
All text in an AutoCAD drawing has a text style associated with it. When you enter text, AutoCAD uses the 
current text style, which sets the font, size, angle, orientation, and other text characteristics. 
 
Create a text Style to specify text properties; 

• Font 
• Style 
• Height 
• Effects 

 
Update text appearance by modifying Style; 
Text objects with that style use the new values (except height) when the drawing is regenerated 
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Text 
 
AutoCAD® provides various ways to create text. For short, simple entries, use line text. For longer entries 
with internal formatting, use multiline text. Although all entered text uses the current text style, which 
establishes the default font and format settings, you can customize the text appearance. 
 
Exercises 

Exercise (2a) 
Create a new text style and enter text using the various entry methods. 
 
Open exercises.dwg if it is not already open. 
Style  !!!!  

• Click the “New” button in the dialog box that appears 
• Style Name: Arial100 
• Font Name: Arial 
• Font Style: Regular 
• Height: 100 

 
Text  !!!!  (To create a single line text entry) 

• Pick text point of entry, (change Justification or Style before picking point) 
• Enter text rotation angle 
• Type 1st text string: Red rover red rover 
• press enter (!!!! ) to advance to next line 
• Type 2nd text string: let Jimmy come over 
• press enter twice (!!!! )(!!!! ) to exit text command 

 
Mtext  !!!!  (To create a multi-line text entry) 

• Specify first corner of box  for text location 
• Specify opposite corner of box for text location 
• Enter text in the Multiline Text Editor 
• Type 1st text string: Red rover red rover 
• press enter (!!!! ) to advance to next line 
• Type 2nd text string: let Jimmy come over 
• Click OK to exit Mtext command 
• Re-size the text box if necessary 

Save the drawing. 

Exercise (2b) 
 
Open exercises.dwg if it is not already open. 
Move  !!!!  

• Select Mtext entry: Red rover red rover 
• Press enter (!!!! ) to end selection 
• Pick a base reference point 
• Pick a new location for reference point 

Move  !!!!  
• Select Text entry: Red rover red rover 
• Press enter (!!!! ) to end selection 
• Pick a base reference point 
• Pick a new location for reference point 

Save the drawing 
 
(Teaching point: Observe the characteristics for the two methods of text entry) 
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Exercise (2c) 
Explore the various methods to modify text appearance. 
 
Alter the appearance of text in your drawing by modifying the text style properties.  Style properties, except 
height, may be modified to affect the text display for the modified style. 
 
Open exercises.dwg if it is not already open. 
Style  !  

• Style Name: Arial100 
• Font Name: Times New Roman 
• Click Apply 
• Click Close 

 
Text properties for Mtext entries may be modified independent of text style definitions through the text edit 
command. 
 
Ddedit  !  

• Select Mtext entry 
• Highlight lines 1 and 2 of entry 
• Change character selection to Txt 
• Click OK 

 
Mtext properties modified through the text edit command are un-effected by future changes made to the text 
style. 
 
Style  !  

• Style Name: Arial100 
• Font Name: Arial 
• Click Apply 
• Click Close 

Save the drawing. 
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